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et al.: Book Note

Book Note

Novae Narrationes, Edited by Elsie Shanks, Ph.D., Radcliffe College, and S.F.C.
Milsom, Fellow of New College, Oxford, Selden Society Publications, Volume
80. London: Bernard Quaritch, 1963. Pp. cciii, 384. £ 4. 4 s. Od.*

Novae Narrationes is a legal formulary in Anglo-Norman compiled about 1300,
a collection of model forms of the important opening address (nmarratio, count)
made in court by the demandant’s or plaintiff’s counsel, who lays before the
Justices in exactly prescribed phrases the whole nature of his client’s suit. Quite
frequently the defence, or reply of the defendant’s counsel, is also given. The
counts, some of them taken from actual cases, illustrate the various types of action
such as right, dower, wardship, replevin, and many more, and include many
alternative phrasings to fit a variety of situations.

*Current publications of the Selden Society are distributed without charge to
the members of the Society and past publications are available to them at a sub-
stantial discount. The work of the Society is described by Colonel Frederick
Bernays Wiener, The Selden Society and Its Significance for the American Lawyer,
46 A.B.AJ. 611 (1960). Those interested in becoming members should write to-
the Missouri State Correspondent of the Society, Professor William F. Fratcher,
School of Law, University of Missourt, Columbia, Missouri, 65202. The dues are
$10 per year.
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