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Missouri Supreme Court Judge
Addresses Students

In a speech sponsored by the Student Bar Association
Judge Blackmar, formerly professor of law at St. Louis
University School of Law, said recent graduates are well
equipped to argue cases before courts of appeals because
they are so used to arguing with their professors.

“It takes more experience to counsel clients or interview
witnesses,” he warned.

Judge Blackmar, a native of Kansas City and a graduate
of the University of Michigan School of Law, practiced law
in Kansas City. During that time he argued more than 100
cases before the court of appeals. He was appointed to
Missouri’s highest court in 1982.

He explained to the students how jurisdiction and the
court works and encouraged them to take advantage of
chances to argue cases in front of an appeals court. “Never
submit the case on brief. Always argue,” he urged.

But he advised students to choose carefully the cases
that should be appealed. “Think carefully before you argue
against a trial judge’s factual conclusions,” he warned.
“You must show that something was wrong with the trial
court. The judges must be persuaded by you to reverse the
lower court.”

Judge Blackmar told the prospective lawyers to try to
learn what judges are thinking. And, above all, maintain
credibility with the court. ““This is filed by a capable lawyer
so we will give it much consideration” is the highest
compliment a lawyer can receive from the court.

It's a Family Tradition

From Lancaster, Mo., Judge L. F. Cottey ('31) sends
news of his favorite Christmas present. He writes:

“Years ago, among some old files, I ran across the
diploma of Old L. E. Cottey, (respectfully referred to in our
family as the Founder of the Firm), issued to him in 1868 by
Central College at Fayette before there were any law
schools in Missouri, and later I picked up my father’s
issued by the M. U. Law School in 1899, and had them
framed with mine, vintage of 1931. They’'ve hung on the
wall of my office for 50 years, and in due course I added
Son Looie’s. I'm strong for tradition in matters of this kind
and, understandably, I looked forward to adding young
Frank’s to the collection. It was a project dear to my heart
for sentimental reasons—which, after all, are the best of all.
But when the time came, young Frank threw craps; he
couldn’t find his. After some acrimonious comments on the
irresponsibility of youth I gave up the project and resigned
myself to disappointment and frustration.

Then yesterday he gave it to me as a Christmas present!
To my mind it's the best present | ever received.

Those five diplomas in matching frames, (interspersed
with some little awards we’ve picked up over the years)
make an arresting display on an office wall; unique, indeed,
in the particular: They represent five successive genera-
tions of our family who've practiced law continuously in
Missouri, without interruption, for well over a hundred
years. No other family in the state (or elsewhere to my
knowledge) can match that record.

That's tradition, my friend. And since no profession
depends so heavily on tradition or exalts it so highly, you
can understand why I value this tangible example of it in
my own case with such sentimental indulgence.”




