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Morty Rosecan: A Man for All Cases 
By Stanley M. Rosenblum of St. Louis* 

There are many able trial lawyers, but really distin
guished trial lawyers are a rare and select breed-men such 
as Louis Nizer, Edward Bennett Williams and Melvin Belli. 
Another name that belongs on this list is that of Mortimer A. 
Rosecan (UMC Law '36) of St. Louis, one of the outstanding 
alumni of the University of Missouri School of Law. His 
performance and success in the courtroom have amazed 
judges and fellow lawyers, and have convinced juries to 
return verdicts in his favor in even the most improbable of 
cases. 

Superficial analysis might lead one to conclude that his 
success with juries is traceable to his imposing figure as he 
addresses the jury, or to his sense of drama or his sometimes 
emotional and always powerful closing argument. These 
indeed contribute to the totality of Morty Rosecan in the 
courtroom. 

But to attain the achievement and recognition in trial 
advocacy that Rosecan has takes more than oratory in the 
courtroom. It takes preparation, knowledge, understand
ing, empathy and initiative. 

Rosecan excels in all of these. 
Morty sits in his downtown St. 

Louis office, surrounded by only the 
simplest of office necessities. At sixty
eight his grey hair and the dates of his 
early cases are the only indications of 
his age; Rosecan speaks with vitality 
and enthusiasm as he thrusts himself 
into his work. Rocking back in his black 
leather chair and smoking his cigarette, 
Rosecan recounted to me the high
lights of his professional life since his 
graduation from the University of Mis
souri School of Law in 1936. 

trivial , Rosecan meticulously studies his case, and like a 
sponge absorbs all information, whether or not pertinent 
and beneficial to his client's position, and then decides how 
best to use it or to be prepared for it in his opponent's case. 
He will go to any length in preparing himself for trial, and he 
expects his associates (i ncluding the author of this profile on 
numerous occasions over the last twenty years) to do the 
same. For example, in one trial involving an airline crash, 
Rosecan first took private flying lessons so he could better 
present his own case and cross-examine the experts of 
American Airlines. And during the mid fifties an explosion 
at the White Line Laundry in St. Louis left Universal Match 
Co. facing charges of manslaughter and criminal negligence 
and claims for civil damages far beyond the company's in
surance limits. Rosecan was asked to represent Universal. 
He explained, "I never took chemistry in high school or 
college, but I read and studied and became an explosives 
expert." Rosecan won acquittals in the criminal case and 
disposed of the civil cases well within Universal's policy 
limits. 

His work in the criminal field has rescued clients from 
death row. One notable case was a pro bona murder case in 

which the real crime could be said to be 

Rosecan first worked for his father, 
Harry Rosecan, then an attorney and 
later a judge. Here he started his career 
as a trial attorney. About 1946, Rosecan 
went to work for the famous Mark 
Eagleton, then St. Louis' leading trial 
lawyer. "I still use the things Mark 
taught me," Rosecan explained as he 

Mortimer A. Rosecan ('36) 

the way the proceedings were con
ducted in the trial court. The famous 
late Father Charles Dismas Clark un
successfully attempted to convince 
the then Governor of Missouri to re
duce the sentence to life imprison
ment. Rosecan explained, "It was 11:00 
p.m. Sunday night, and the guy was 
going to the gas chamber Tuesday. 
Father Clark came to me and told me he 
had prayed to the good Lord to tell him 
what to do, and my name came to him." 
Rosecan smiled and said, "I told the 
Father, 'Look, Father, I don't want to 
seem irreverent, but I just don't think 
I'm in such good standing with the 
Lord that he remembered me in his 
message!'" Upon examination of the 
record of the case, Rosecan discovered 

nursed his cigarette and changed posi-
tions behind his desk. "We were dear friends. After each 
case, Mark would open a bottle of scotch and ask me to 
tell him all about the case-sometimes he'd be roaring back 
in laughter!" Rosecan shook his head and added, "Luckily 
we mostly had cause to celebrate after trials." 

Beginning at first with personal injury cases, Rosecan's 
trial work later has become quite diversified. A barrister in all 
respects, he has delved into antitrust work, criminal tax 
evasion, white-collar criminal defenses of all kinds, commer
cial litigation, S.E.C. matters, divorce-anything that re
quires advocacy in the courtroom. "I pride myself on versa
tility. By handling a variety of cases you don't get blunted in 
enthusiasm," Rosecan explains. 

Rosecan's most outstanding quality is his ability to im
merse himself in a case. Laboriously investigating (often 
for and by himse!O each detail and fact, no matter how 
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that the entire trial, including selection 
of a jury, lasted only half a day. "It was 

one of the most atrocious trials you could ever imagine. This 
guy simply did not have a fair trial." Rosecan paused and 
added, "And once you get into it, you stay with it." 

The sentence was reduced to life imprisonment. Never
theless Rosecan and co-counsel pressed the case to the fed
eral courts, where there they proved the grave injustice of 
the criminal proceeding and demanded a new trial or free
dom for the convicted man, eventually gaining the latter. In 
its opinion the court noted that but for Rosecan's and his 
co-counsel's efforts "petitioner would not have lived to liti
gate" and made special note that the Bar of Missouri was 
"chall enged by the example" set by Rosecan and his co
counsel. Goodwin v. Swenson, 287 F.Supp. 166 (E.D.Mo., 
1968). 

(Continued on page 6) 



(Mortt; Rosecan continued from page 5) 

Rosecan is a man who becomes s trongly involved with 
people. He finds it easy to put his compensation second to 
what's best for the client an d the interests of justice. He 
practices in a small firm of a few members, and more than 
full time. He frequently works nights, Saturdays, and Sun
days-whenever and w hatever is needed. Understandably, 
some of his best clients are oth er attorneys. A high percent
age of Morty Rosecan's cases are referred to him by fellow 
lawyers, although his own client base is substantial enough 
to keep him and his firm busier than he sometimes wants to 
be. 

There are many factors tha t make Rosecan the attorney 
he is today, but the most important is thorough preparation. 
He recalls, "l remember my first trial; it was against Roscoe 
Anderson. This man had thirty years experience. I said to 
myself 'You can't be better than Anderson, but you can be 
better prepared.'" He concludes, "The lawyer best prepared 
is the best lawyer in the courtroom." 

Rosecan is full of life and vigor-he talks of his cases with 
the same thrill and excitement as if they occurred yesterday. 
He smiles ear to ear and slaps his hand on his desk as he tells 
of his "record case," a case in which the jury was out for only 
twelve minutes in a criminal case in which he defended two 
ex-Teamsters. He recalls the not guilty verdict: "Twelve min
utes, and they came back with an acquittal of two guys who 
had been in the slammer once already." 

Rosecan's versatility is evident in all that he does. When 
he's not in the courtroom, Morty Rosecan may be found 
during his free time at his suburban villa at Lake St. Louis or 
in his kitchen. Rosecan is an enthusiastic practitioner of 
oriental cooking, a hobby he acquired when his fee in a hotly 
contested divorce case was a series of oriental cooking les
sons from a Chinese woman who was given the family 
restaurant as part of her award. He invites his friends to 
dinner parties where all partake of his uniquely-acquired 
skill, and he is as serious a bout preparation of these dishes as 
in his pre para tion for trial. 

During his undergraduate days at the University of Illi
nois Morty was the light heavyweight boxing champion, and 
later he was an authorized judge for amateur and profes
sional boxing matches in St. Louis. 

Although he has been cited and praised many times for 
his outstanding work in the courtroom, Rosecan is unaf
fected by h is fame and success. He continues his demanding 
schedule of trial work, commenting that "I want to die with 
my shoes on in a courtroom." 

Morty Rosecan is a man a ll too rare in today's society. His 
devotion to the law and zealous search for justice are a 
tribute to him as well as to the law school which launched 
him on his d istinguished career. 

*Stanley M. Rose11b/u111 is se11ior partner in the St. Louis firm of 
Rosenblum, Goldenhersh, Silverstein & Zafft. He is a graduate of 
Washington University and the Georgetown University Law 
School. He was associated with Morty Rosecnn in the practice of law 
for 111a11y years, and is his close personal friend. He prepared this 
profile at our request and we are grateful to him. 
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During This Year Alumni 
and Other Contributions to 
The School of Law 
Have Provided . . . 
• scholarship grants for approximately 50 students, 

based upon academic proficiency, apparen t capacity 
for service as a lawyer, and need . 

• financial support for the summer Advance Legal 
Preparation Program for disadvantaged students. 

• wages for s tudent research assis tants. This provides 
valuable employmen t experience for our s tudents 
and valuable assis tance to faculty members in their 
legal research and writing. 

• urgen tly-needed books for the Law Library-the 
heart of legal education and law practice. 

• summer research grants tha t support faculty re
search in to some of the many problem areas facing 
the practicing bar. 

• funds to support improvemen t in the teaching of the 
Legal Research and Writing program. 

• funds for faculty salary supplements. 

• fu nds to bring distinguished speakers to the School. 

• funds to send the School's Advocacy teams to vari
ous competitions. 

• funds to cover the expense of Law Day and Com
mencement. 

• funds for the cost of publishing The Transcript and 
o ther printing. 

Annual Faculty Prize for 
Legal Scholarship Established 

The establishment of an annual Faculty Prize for Legal 
Scholarship has been announced by Dean Allen Smith. 

The Faculty Prize will be awarded annually in May to the 
permanent or visiting full-time member of the UMC Law 
Faculty who has published the work of highest quality dur
ing the preceding twelve month period. 

The amount of the prize is $500. The source of the funds 
is alumni contributions to the Loyalty Fund. It will be 
awarded for the first time in May 1981. 

The award will be made by the Dean of the School of Law 
on the basis of the recommendation of a prize committee 
composed of one reti red UMC law faculty member; one 
practicing lawyer in Boone County; and one law professor at 
anoth er law school. The members a re appointed by the 
Dean. 


