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(Morty Rosecan continued from page 5)

Rosecan is a man who becomes strongly involved with
people. He finds it easy to put his compensation second to
what's best for the client and the interests of justice. He
practices in a small firm of a few members, and more than
full time. He frequently works nights, Saturdays, and Sun-
days—whenever and whatever is needed. Understandably,
some of his best clients are other attorneys. A high percent-
age of Morty Rosecan'’s cases are referred to him by fellow
lawyers, although his own client base is substantial enough
to keep him and his firm busier than he sometimes wants to
be.

There are many factors that make Rosecan the attorney
he is today, but the mostimportant is thorough preparation.
He recalls, ““I remember my first trial; it was against Roscoe
Anderson. This man had thirty years experience. I said to
myself “You can’t be better than Anderson, but you can be
better prepared.””” He concludes, ““The lawyer best prepared
is the best lawyer in the courtroom.”

Rosecan is full of life and vigor—he talks of his cases with
the same thrill and excitement as if they occurred yesterday.
He smiles ear to ear and slaps his hand on his desk as he tells
of his “record case,” a case in which the jury was out for only
twelve minutes in a criminal case in which he defended two
ex-Teamsters. He recalls the not guilty verdict: “Twelve min-
utes, and they came back with an acquittal of two guys who
had been in the slammer once already.”

Rosecan’s versatility is evident in all that he does. When
he’s not in the courtroom, Morty Rosecan may be found
during his free time at his suburban villa at Lake St. Louis or
in his kitchen. Rosecan is an enthusiastic practitioner of
oriental cooking, a hobby he acquired when his fee in a hotly
contested divorce case was a series of oriental cooking les-
sons from a Chinese woman who was given the family
restaurant as part of her award. He invites his friends to
dinner parties where all partake of his uniquely-acquired
skill, and he s as serious about preparation of these dishes as
in his preparation for trial.

During his undergraduate days at the University of Illi-
nois Morty was the light heavyweightboxing champion, and
later he was an authorized judge for amateur and profes-
sional boxing matches in St. Louis.

Although he has been cited and praised many times for
his outstanding work in the courtroom, Rosecan is unaf-
fected by his fame and success. He continues his demanding
schedule of trial work, commenting that I want to die with
my shoes on in a courtroom.”

Morty Rosecan is a man all too rare in today’s society. His
devotion to the law and zealous search for justice are a
tribute to him as well as to the law school which launched
him on his distinguished career.

*Stanley M. Rosenblum is senior partner in the St. Louis firm of
Rosenblum, Goldenhersh, Silverstein & Zafft. He is a graduate of
Washington University and the Georgetown University Law
School. He was associated with Morty Rosecan in the practice of law
for many years, and is his close personal friend. He prepared this
profile at our request and we are grateful to him.

Annual Faculty Prize for
Legal Scholarship Established

The establishment of an annual Faculty Prize for Legal

Scholarship has been announced by Dean Allen Smith.

The Faculty Prize will be awarded annually in May to the
permanent or visiting full-time member of the UMC Law
Faculty who has published the work of highest quality dur-
ing the preceding twelve month period.

The amount of the prize is $500. The source of the funds
is alumni contributions to the Loyalty Fund. It will be
awarded for the first time in May 1981.

The award will be made by the Dean of the School of Law
on the basis of the recommendation of a prize committee
composed of one retired UMC law faculty member; one
practicing lawyer in Boone County; and one law professor at
another law school. The members are appointed by the
Dean.



